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“August 1972 Triptych” by Francis Bacon from tate.org.uk 

 

Overview: Building Bridges Grad Conference aims to promote critical discourse on a theme of research.  This year’s theme is 

“Identity Crisis.”  The concepts identity and crisis seem clear at first: identity is stable and unifying, it indicates what 

something or who someone is in relation to a changing context and world; crisis is dynamic and diremptive, it indicates a point 

of tension, a crossroads, uncertainty with regard to the future, and a potential turning point.  However both identity and crisis 

are situated in and bound to a world: the becoming of identities within history is revealed in crisis; crisis always issues forth 

from a past as the disruption and upset of identities.  The theme “Identity Crisis” holds these concepts together to see what 

can emerge from the tension of doing so.  We are interested in papers which explore this theme whether the identities and crises 

in question are personal, cultural, socio-political, epistemological, or disciplinary.  Some questions to consider are:  What is 

identity and in what sense are identities fixed or fluid?  Who has the power to name and how is our knowledge of the world 

mediated?  What does it mean to destabilize personal identity or the identity of the object of knowledge?  Do conflicting 

identities necessarily invoke crisis?  Is crisis constitutive of identity?  How might identity serve as a site of renewal in response 

to crisis?  What can we glean from past crises that may inform present identities?  What are we to glean from past identities 

that can productively inform our response to present crises?  How can the appearance or shape of a crisis be deployed to 

strengthen existing power relations?  We welcome a wide-range of topics that converge on this theme.  

Given the interdisciplinary aims of the conference, we welcome and encourage submissions from a broad range of 

disciplines as well as from individuals working beyond academia.  We will also be hosting sessions of outstanding 

undergraduate submissions from all disciplines and welcome undergraduates to submit as well.  If accepted presenters will be 

asked if they would like their work to appear in our department’s graduate research journal, Kinesis. 
 

Submissions: Electronic submissions are required and should be sent to EmRusso87@gmail.com.  Submissions must be in 

MS Word (.doc) or Rich Text Format (.rtf). Any other format cannot be processed. Submissions need only include a 150 

word abstract and all author information: title of the paper; abstract of the paper; author’s name; institutional affiliation; 

status as a graduate or undergraduate student or independent researcher; email address and phone number, and whether if 

accepted you would like your paper included in graduate research journal, Kinesis.  Presentations should not exceed 30 

minutes in length. 

 

Submission deadline: Papers must be received by Friday, September 14th, 2018 

Acceptances Announced: Monday, September 24th 2018 

 

Questions?: Contact Conference Organizing Committee members Micah Klareich (Micahklareich@gmail.com) or Emilia 

Russo (EmRusso87@gmail.com). 

mailto:EmRusso87@gmail.com
mailto:Micahklareich@gmail.com
mailto:EmRusso87@gmail.com

